
Accelerated Reader 

What is Accelerated Reader (AR)?  

 

AR is a computer program that helps teachers manage and monitor children’s independent reading 

practice. Your child picks a book at his/her own level and reads it at his/her own pace. When 

finished, your child takes a short quiz on the computer - passing the quiz is an indication that your 

child has understood what has been read. AR gives both children and teachers feedback based on 

the quiz results which the teacher then uses to help the child set targets and ongoing reading 

practice. 

Children using AR have a free choice of the books they read, rather than having one assigned to 

them. This makes reading a much more enjoyable experience as they feel in control and can choose 

books that are interesting to them. In most cases, children really enjoy taking the quizzes. Since they 

are reading books at their own reading and interest levels, they are likely to be successful. This is 

satisfying for most children. Best of all they learn and grow at their own pace. If a child does not do 

well on a quiz, this will be monitored by the teacher and the book level can be adjusted accordingly 

if this is the reason.  

 

How much will my child read during the school day?  

 

According to Renaissance Learning’s research, children who read at least 20 minutes a day with a 

90% comprehension rate on AR quizzes see the greatest gains. Therefore, your child should have at 

least 20 minutes set aside for reading during each school day. They may also bring their book home 

for extra reading time, but this is not essential.  

 

How can I help my child become a better reader?  

As with anything, performance improves with practice. Encourage your child to read at home. Create 

a culture of reading in your household by reading with your child, starting a home library, visiting 

your local library or bookshop on a regular basis and by letting your child see you reading. When 

reading with your child stop and ask questions to be sure your child comprehends what they have 

read and in general make a habit of discussing books that each of you has read. 

 

How does the school determine my child’s reading level?  

Teachers determine your child’s reading level using the online STAR Reading™ test. This level can 

then be slightly adjusted by using his/her best professional judgment based on his/her knowledge of 

your child.  

 

What is a STAR Reading test?  

STAR Reading is a computer based reading assessment program that uses computer-adaptive 

technology. Questions continually adjust to your child’s responses. If the child’s response is correct, 

the difficulty level is increased. If the child cannot answer a question or answers incorrectly, the 

difficulty level is reduced. The test uses multiple-choice questions and takes approximately 15 

minutes. It will give a book level range.  

 



What are book levels? 

Book Levels are reported using the ATOS™ readability formula and represent the difficulty of the 

text. They are given as a range to choose books between. The range is designed to challenge 

children, with the top of the range being just enough to stretch them. The books they read need to 

be difficult enough to keep them engaged but not so difficult that they become frustrated. This is 

their ‘Zone of Proximal Development’ (ZPD). 

 

What are points?  

Every book that has an AR Reading Practice Quiz is given a points value. AR points are based on the 

difficulty of the book (ATOS readability level) and the length of the book (number of words). You 

may notice that some popular books have more points assigned to them than some classic pieces of 

literature. David Copperfield (Unabridged), for example is a 66-point book while Shakespeare’s 

MacBeth is a 4-point book. Keep in mind that this does not mean we think David Copperfield 

(Unabridged) is a better book or more worthwhile to read than MacBeth, only that—at 339,112 

words vs. 19,048 words—it is much longer and provides more reading practice time.  

Children earn points on a pro rata basis depending on how well they do on the Reading Practice 

Quiz. For example, a pupil who takes a 5-question quiz on a book worth 1 point will earn 1 point for 

5 correct answers (100%), 0.8 point for 4 correct answers (80%) and so on. A pupil who reads a book 

worth 5 points and takes a 10-question quiz will earn 5 points for 10 correct answers (100%) 4.5 

points for 9 correct answers (90%), etc. A child needs to pass a quiz with a score of 60% or higher to 

earn points. 

 

My child is not a strong reader. Can he/she still use Accelerated Reader?  

Accelerated Reader helps all children become better readers from pupils with special needs to those 

who are gifted and talented. When children read books at their appropriate level, they experience 

success. Furthermore, teachers work with children to set appropriate targets based on each child’s 

reading level.  

 

How are Accelerated Reader point targets set?  

The Target-Setting Chart that teachers use provides guidelines for the approximate number of AR 

points children should be able to earn depending on how much time they read and their reading 

level. Monitoring AR points earned by children and comparing them to the guideline values listed on 

the Target-Setting Chart enables your child’s teacher to determine how well your child is using the 

time provided for reading practice. 

 

How do we celebrate success at Claremont? 

Each classroom from Year 3-6 has an Accelerated Reader progress chart, broken into 10% chunks. 

They will move up the chart as they progress towards their individual target. This means that a child 

who is reading level 7.3 books may have to read 2 long books to attain their target of 24 points in a 

term, whereas a child who is reading level 1.7 books may have to read 5 short books to attain a 

target of 6 points. As the percentage of progress towards their target is measured, they can progress 

at the same rate, regardless of their reading ability (book level) and book length. Individual teachers 

will have their own reward systems for children who meet 100% of their target by the end of the 

term.  



How can I help my child find books that are interesting to them?  

Visit www.arbookfind.co.uk and click on Advanced Search. By conducting an advanced search, you 

will be able to generate book lists that contain titles based on the criteria you enter such as Book 

Level, Topic, Interest Level and Fiction/Non-fiction, etc. They can read any book that is on the AR 

system (appears on AR book find), including ones from home – they don’t have to be from the 

school library.  

 

Is it OK for my child to read outside of their reading level?  

Yes, although they may struggle. However, the content should be considered. Just because a child 

can read the words in a book does not mean the content is appropriate. The Interest Level of the 

material must be considered. Interest level is based on content—a book’s themes and ideas—and 

indicates for which age group a book is appropriate. The books in school are colour coded to help 

children identify the right ones to read.  

LY—Lower Years Key Stage 1  

MY—Middle Years Approximately Key Stage 2  

UY—Upper Years Key Stage 3 and 4 

 

How will I know how my child is doing?  

A TOPS Report is generated automatically after a child takes a quiz to give feedback on your child’s 

understanding of the book and shows cumulative data for the marking period and school year. The 

child sees a summary about how well they have done and how many points they have achieved.  

They will also see a graphic to show how they are progressing towards their target.  

You can log in as a parent via Home Connect. Please ask your class teacher if you do not have the 

details for logging in to this.  

 

 

We really appreciate the support you give child with their reading. The comments you put in the 
Reading Record book are invaluable to see how your child is reading at home, either from a reading 
scheme book or an Accelerated Reader book in the Upper Juniors. It is important that your child 
reads aloud to an adult on a regular basis (as well as learning to read in their head) as it is the perfect 
opportunity for you to check their comprehension and knowledge on new vocabulary. 


